
 

 

S.A.N.D.S Collapsible Bag Instructions 

Requirements: 

Outer Fabric     Cut two    10” x 17” 

Lining Fabric     Cut two   12” x 17” 

Outer contrasting Fabric Strip  Cut two 10” x 2 ½” 

 

Wadding for bag    Cut two    12” x 17” 

Wadding for Straps    Cut two    1” x 17” 

Pocket  Outer Fabric    Cut one   7” x 17” 

Pocket Inner Fabric    Cut one    7”  x 17” 

Straps      Cut two    3 ½” x 17” 

Zip Tabs     Cut two     4” x 2” 

Narrow  Ribbon for Zip handle  Cut one     6” 

 

Prepare the  Zip 

 Open Zip about 5” to get rid of the bulky zip closure.  Using masking tape on the underside of the 

zip, close zip and place one tab, right sides together just touching the two silver stops at the top of 

the zip.  Sew 1/2 “ seam.  

 Flip tab back and iron in place.   

 Place the tab onto your tape measure on 0 and measure 14”.   

 Place second tab right sides together and stitch at the 14” line.  

 Flip tab back and iron in place.   

 Trim extra bits of zip away from the seam.   

 Trim  sides  of tabs to be same width as zip.  Don’t worry about the length yet.    

 You have essentially removed the bulky part of the zip, and the tabs will allow the seams to go 

together without the bulk of the zip and will sew in easily and look neat. 

 

Prepare Outer fabrics with wadding 

 Sew one 2 ½” strip to the top of each outside piece (right sides 

together), iron seam to dark fabric. 

 Iron one piece of wadding to wrong side of outer fabric. Repeat with second outside piece.  Put 

outside pieces aside. 

Prepare Straps with wadding 

 Iron one strip of wadding to the wrong side of strap.   

 Fold over one edge and sew in place.   

 Repeat with second strap.  Trim the straps to be the same size.   

 Put straps aside. 
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Prepare Pocket and Label 

 Sew long sides of the pockets (right 

sides together) on both long edges.   

 Turn right side out and top stitch one 

side.   

 Sew SANDS label in place to the right of 

the centre. 

 Fold pocket in half, fold lining in half.  

Place pocket 3” below the top of the lining.   

 Pin in place and stitch the bottom pockets, up the centre, a strengthening 

 triangle at the top of the pocket, back down the centre line (next or right on the  

 stitches, doesn’t matter) and then along the remaining bottom pocket.   

 Put pocket lining aside. 

Sew Straps to outside pieces 

 Fold outside piece in half and mark with a 

pin.   

 Place left side of strap (sewing side up) 3” 

from centre pin and pin in place.   

 Place right side of other end of strap piece 

(sewing side up) 3” from centre pin and pin 

in place.   

 Stay stitch in place  with machine 1/8” from 

top. 

Sewing the Zip, outer and lining pieces together. 

First side of zipper. 

 With the right side of one outer piece facing and strap on top of outer piece, place the right side of the zipper 

facing the right side of the outer piece equally on the piece.  This means that the tabs will be equal sizes at 

both edges.  

 Now place the right sides of a lining piece facing the main fabric.  You have essentially “sandwiched” the zip 

between the outer and lining pieces.  Pin carefully.   

 With zipper foot on machine sew about ¼” along the edge. If you have a walking foot integrated with the 

zipper foot use this, as you will be sewing over bulky fabric. 

 Fold back lining and press.   

 Turn to other side and press the outside and lining neatly together.. 

 Top stitch next to the zipper about ¼”away. 

Second Side of Zipper with Pocket on Lining. 

 With the right side of the remaining outer piece facing and strap on top of outer piece, place the right side of 

the zipper facing the right side of the outer piece.  MATCH THE STRAPS ON BOTH SIDES AT THIS POINT. 

 Now place the right sides of the lining piece on the other side of the zip (lining pieces will be right sides 

together).  Make sure the pocket is facing toward the zipper! 

 Stitch using a zipper foot , machine sew  about ¼” from the edge.   

 Fold back lining and press. 

 Turn to other side and press the outside and lining neatly together. 

 Top stitch next to zipper about ¼” away. 
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OPEN ZIP TO HALF WAY POSITION. 

Sewing the whole bag together. 

 Pin the linings right sides together, and the outer pieces right sides together.  The area where the 

lining and outer edges meet will have the tabs together. Match these tab seams together to get a 

neat finish.  Pin carefully all the way around, leaving about a 5” gap at the bottom on the lining 

piece for turning right side out.  Check that the contrasting fabric strip match at the side seams. 

 Stitch all the way around. 

 

Create feet in the lining fabric 

 Starting at one of the bottom corners of your bag, line up the side seam with the 

bottom seam as perfectly as you can, then iron a nice sharp crease and pin to hold. 

 You should have a triangle with a seam in the middle.  Take your 

measuring tape and draw a line where the width measures no more than 

1” to the tip of the triangle.  Be careful to match the inside seam with the 

outside seam. Sew directly on the line to create a perfect boxed corner! 

 Repeat for the other side.  Turn bag right side out and snip off excess 

corner triangle.  Also, when sewing the feet on the lining, be careful not to 

sew the pockets in. 

 

Create feet in the outer fabric 

 Starting at one of the bottom corners of your bag, line up the side seam with the 

bottom seam as perfectly as you can, then iron a nice sharp crease and pin to hold. 

 You should have a triangle with a seam in the middle.  Take your measuring tape and 

draw a line where the width measures no more than 1” to the tip of the triangle.  Sew directly on 

the line to create a perfect boxed corner!  Repeat for the other side.  Turn bag right side out and 

(optional)  snip off excess corner triangle. 

 

Finishing Bag 

 Turn bag right side out, paying particular attention to the zip seams, making them neat. 

 Hand or machine stitch the lining base closed. 

 Place the ribbon into the zipper handle 

 


